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" God may not make the person suffer who stole
the article, but may wait years, and then punish the
person's grand-children, or great-grand-children. As
the Second Commandment tells us, God may punish
unto the third and even the fourth generation."

Reference to the Plagues of Egypt is naturally
to be expected:

" Perhaps He would turn people against me and give
me different things like God did in the olden days
to the Egyptians."

In parochial work the present writer was once
greatly struck by the clearness with which a parishioner
of thirty-eight, who appeared to have forgotten most
of the Scripture he was ever taught, remembered the
verse, " The leprosy therefore of Naarnan shall cleave
unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went
out from his presence a leper as white as snow,'*
It is not therefore to be wondered at that reference
to this passage comes readily to the minds of a few
of the children.

" Like Elisha's servant who took all the jewels and
rich dresses and hid them. It was God who told
Elisha and so the servant got punished." " God
told the prophet what the servant had done, and he
brought down death upon the family of the servant/*

Elisha and the bears also is a story which gives
false ideas but is still at times appealed to by older
people as a means of u frightening" children into
being good. The following statement was intruded into
an answer to a general question on man's love for God:

" Elisha must have loved God when God called
the bears to eat the children as they ran after him,
jeering as they went,"